ACE Info 04-09

ACE INFO

[May 2009]

# 46

 
Editorial:
Welcome to the fourth edition of ACE Info in 2009 in which you will be able to read about the developments that affect the built environment and the architectural profession as they are occurring across the EU.  Much has been written about the economic and financial crisis that is gripping the globe at the present time, most of it gloomy and pessimistic.  The ACE has responded by carrying out an opinion poll to measure the mood in the architectural profession across Europe.  The results, which shows that architects do not see the near future as very encouraging, are reported further below in this edition of ACE Info.

Despite the relatively negative mood, the ACE is convinced that the crisis provides an opportunity for the architectural profession to take stock of its approach to the services it provides having the interests of society in mind.  It is clear that in the post-crisis period, it is those offices that offer the highest quality of service to its clients that will most quickly recover and grow.  Given that clients most generally wish to see their buildings delivered on time, on budget and are of high quality, it seems appropriate that the profession in Europe should seek out the best tools for such efficient delivery of projects.  This would be in line with policy developments such as the move towards more integrated approaches, closer collaboration between professionals in project delivery and the Lead Market Initiative on Sustainable Construction.

In this context, the ACE has noted that new technological approaches to the design and delivery of buildings have been making their mark in other regions of the world.  Specifically it has observed the increasing interest and use of building information modelling (BIM) in the United States and it is encouraging to note that several of the Member Organisations of the ACE have printed articles on the use of BIM in their journals in recent months.  It is also a reflection of the increasing reliance of architectural offices on information and communication technologies in their day-to-day business.

BIM permits the design team to fully model buildings in the virtual world and to collaboratively work together using the same virtual model.  In this way, errors and omissions are minimised and conflicting design proposals from different professionals are identified immediately permitting them to be resolved before the project goes to site.  The BIM tool also permits the measuring of quantities of materials and so allows for accurate pricing and budgeting to take place.  Another benefit that BIM can bring arises from the fact that it can be used to virtually build the building thus producing accurate ordering schedules for materials that can be used by the contractor on site.

BIM is a tool that can be used with any of the main computer aided design packages and is therefore an approach that the ACE can recommend without promoting any one commercial company.  In fact, as the use of BIM implies close collaboration with other building professionals during the design phase, ensures quicker, more reliable project delivery and usually significantly helps to better meet the clients needs, it can be said that it is a tool that permits architects to implement the policies of the ACE in practice.  Furthermore, the ACE is convinced that the profession in Europe must be at the forefront of such developments in order to ensure that it maintains its leading role in the global trade in architectural services, something that is set to greatly increase after the current crisis is over. 

This edition is also available in French.
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	 The ACE carried out a web-based opinion poll in April 2009, targeted at practising architects, in order to get an indication of the effect that the current economic and financial crisis is having on the architectural profession in Europe.  There were 2,047 individual replies from 27 of the 32 countries from which the ACE draws its membership (see also article below) and the overall result is rather pessimistic.  In total, just over 46% of all respondents felt that the situation in their country is "bad" or "very bad", whilst just 14.9% felt that the situation was "good" or "very good".  


The ACE carried out a web-based opinion poll in April 2009, targeted at practising architects, in order to get an indication of the effect that the current economic and financial crisis is having on the architectural profession in Europe.  There were 2,047 individual replies from 27 of the 32 countries from which the ACE draws its membership (see also article below) and the overall result is rather pessimistic.  In total, just over 46% of all respondents felt that the situation in their country is "bad" or "very bad", whilst just 14.9% felt that the situation was "good" or "very good".  In reply to a question about unemployment, it emerged that there has been, since September 2008, a net decrease of 14.6% in the number of architects employed.  In other words, this means just under 1 in 6 of all architects that were employed in September 2008 are now unemployed - a worrying figure.  When asked their opinion about the possibility of further redundancies in the period to June 2009, a further net decrease of 12.6% was predicted.  If this comes to pass, then more than 1 in 4 of all architects that had a job in September 2008 will be out of work by the end of June.  The predictions for workload for the next quarter are equally bad with the respondents expressing the view that the overall workload will drop by 28.3%.  When broken down by sector, it is the commercial sector that is expected to be most severely affected with a predicted fall-off in workload of 61.5% in the three months to the end of June.
It is the intention of the ACE to repeat the opinion poll in the second half of June and again in the second half of September 2009 so that it can track the impact of the crisis on the profession.  It is hoped that tracking the mood on the ground will allow the ACE to more accurately and appropriately respond to the effects of the crisis on its Member Organisations and for architects in practice.
To download the presentation of the results of the survey, go to:
http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/documents/sdoc/structure.asp?id=aceinfo_overview

Parliament Calls for all New Buildings to be "Zero-Energy" by 2019
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	On the 23rd April, the European Parliament voted, in First Reading, on the proposed re-cast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive.  The report prepared by Silvia-Adriana Ticau (PES, RO) was adopted by 549 votes in favour, 31 against and 26 abstentions.  Her report contained a high number of amendments to the proposal adopted by the Commission and, notably, includes a call on Member States to ensure that all new buildings constructed after the 1st January 2019 are "zero-energy". 


That is to say that all new buildings will produce at least as much energy as they consume via technologies such as solar panels, heat pumps etc.  Furthermore, the Parliament calls on the Commission to propose a precise definition of "zero-energy" buildings.
Other measures called for by the Parliament include the setting up, by 2014, of a European Energy Efficiency Fund, paid for by the Member States, the EIB and the budget of the EU, to promote public and private instruments in projects aimed at improving the energy efficiency of buildings and a cut in VAT on goods and services relating to energy efficiency and renewable energy.
The text, as revised, will now go to the European Council for a First Reading.  Originally it was hoped that the text would be adopted in First Reading before the European elections, but with the ambitious measures put forward by the Parliament, it now looks unlikely that this will happen.  To read the report adopted by the Parliament, go to:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0278+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9889
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ACE MATTERS
 
First General Assembly in 2009
The ACE held its First General Assembly in 2009 in Helsinki, Finland on the 24th April last.  There was a full agenda for the one-day event with several notable highlights as follows:

Special Session on Trade in Services
A number of international guests from Canada, Mexico, Russia, South Korea and the USA were invited to attend the General Assembly along with representatives of the International Union of Architects (UIA) and the Mediterranean Union of Architects (UMAR).  This provided the opportunity for the ACE to reflect on the current state of affairs with respect to international trade agreements in relation to the cross-border provision of architectural services.  The ACE has signed profession-to-profession agreements with Mexico and the USA and is in negotiation with several other countries, notably South Korea.  The session served to underline the commonly held view that negotiating fully reciprocal agreements based on equivalences of qualifications and experience is a good thing for all regions of the world and it served to bring about a better understanding of the situation in all parts of the globe.  Following the General Assembly, the ACE issued a Press Release on the effects of the crisis.  It can be accessed at:
http://www.ace-cae.org/docs/PressRelease/PR1_09_Crisis_en_final.pdf 

Presentation of Results of Survey on the Economic Impact of the Financial Crisis
The results of the Survey reported on further above were presented to the General Assembly and they provoked general interest among the delegates.  It was also much appreciated by the international guests present who were able to report on the situation in their countries or regions.  One key element that emerged from this part of the General Assembly was the danger posed by the crisis if it deters young people from entering into the study of architecture.  If this occurs, the profession will be starved of young blood and will not be able to meet the challenges and opportunities that will be provided after the crisis is over.

Policy Recommendations and Statements for the New Parliament and Commission
The General Assembly debated and adopted a series of documents that set out the political recommendations and statements that the ACE believes are of great importance for the upcoming mandate of the European Parliament and Commission.  These recommendations and statements will be used by the Member Organisations of the ACE when they are preparing national actions towards the candidates in the European elections and by the ACE when the Institutions come into office later in the year.  The debate in the General Assembly raised, among other issues, the potentially negative effects on the profession and the public interest of moves towards deregulation that are resulting from the implementation of the Services Directive in the Member States.  As the result, the ACE issued a Press Release on the issue shortly after the General Assembly that can be accessed at:
http://www.ace-cae.org/docs/PressRelease/PR_24_11_08_SpeSess_EN_Final.pdf 

Bosnia & Herzegovina Observer Member
The General Assembly of the ACE unanimously admitted the Association of Architects from Bosnia & Herzegovina as Observer member whereby this country became the 33rd member Country of the ACE.

The Second General Assembly of the ACE in 2009 will be held in Brussels on the 20th and 21st November.

Dinner Debate with High Level Decision Makers
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	 The ACE organised, on the 1st April last, in partnership with the Intergroup Urban.Logement of the European Parliament, a Dinner Debate with Members of the European Parliament, Senior officials from the European Commission and senior representatives of Cities, Regions and other professions in order to debate the theme of Sustainable Development and the Built Environment: Realising European Citizens Needs.


The event provided the ACE with the opportunity to debate its message that a quality built environment is fundamental to the prosperity and well-being of European citizens and that coherent, holistic policies and approaches at all levels are necessary in order to achieve this objective.  The debate was lively and informative and it raised the level of awareness of the participants on the importance of the topics debated.
To obtain the speeches and report of the event, go to:
http://www.ace-cae.org/docs/Dinner_Debate_Report.pdf

The ACE President Attends the Convention of the American Institute of Architects (AIA)
The President of the ACE, Juhani Katainen, travelled to San Francisco to attend the annual Convention and Exposition of the AIA.  Specifically he participated in the International Presidents Forum on Saturday 2nd May at which there was an opportunity to present the situation of the profession in each part of the world and to discuss various approaches being taken to deal with the effects of the financial crisis and climate change.  The President of the ACE gave an insight into the priorities of the ACE in relation to the need to ensure the right conditions for the creation of a quality built environment, its political recommendations and statements and on the survey of the impact of the crisis on the profession.  The President reported to the Executive Board of the ACE that his presence at the event was much appreciated and he believes that the dialogues opened and maintained by such contacts as he had are beneficial for the work of the ACE.

The ACE at External Events
The ACE is frequently represented by its President, Members of its Executive Board, Chairmen of Work Groups and/or the Secretariat at external events and conferences.  These activities often go unnoticed, but are very important to the pursuit of the policies of the ACE.  Readers who wish to know more about these activities can access the reports, prepared after the events, in the calendar of external representations maintained on the website of the ACE at the following address: 
http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/mee/rep/rep009.asp 

ACE Events and Meetings in May and June 2009:
Meeting of Work Group Alternative Dispute Resolution - London, 29th May
Meeting of Work Group Cost Information Systems - Tallinn, 5th June
Meeting of Executive Board - Brussels, 12th and 13th June
Workshop for Thematic Area 1, Access to the Profession - Paris, 19th June
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OTHER MATTERS
 
Leipzig Follow Up - Reference Framework for European Sustainable Cities 
At the time of adopting a Declaration on Urban Development in Marseilles on 25th November 2008 the EU Ministers responsible for urban development also agreed to the proposal of the French Presidency that a specific strand of work should be pursued in order to devise a European Reference Framework for the concrete implementation of the main principles of the Leipzig Charter.  At the time it was decided that two working groups would be set up, one of Member States/Institutions (MS/I Group), monitored by the French Government, and one on Cities, to be operated in the context of the URBACT II Programme.  The MS/I Group was launched and the first meeting took place at the end of April (18 Member States were represented) and is intended to run over the next year in order to present a report during the Spanish Presidency (first half of 2010).  Meetings are scheduled on a regular basis throughout the year.  The group will be reporting to the Urban Development Group in which the ACE is involved and will therefore be able to make specific input at EU level.  It is planned to set up national support groups and there is an opportunity for all interested stakeholders to be involved in that context.
For further information go to: 
http://www.rfsustainablecities.eu

Successful EFAP Conference held in Prague
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	 A European Conference entitled "Implementation of Architectural Policies - New Expectations", was held on April 16 - 18, 2009 in Prague as part of the official programme of the Czech Presidency of the EU.  It was organised by the Czech Chamber of Architects in cooperation with the Ministry for Regional Development and the Ministry for Culture in the context of the activities of the European Forum for Architectural Policies (EFAP). 


There were about 150 participants from the three pillars (Government, Profession, Cultural Institutions) that form part of EFAP, from all over Europe.
The main objectives of the Conference were:
■ To inform high ranking officers and politicians of European countries about the existence and the aim of Architectural Policies.
■ To promote Architectural Policies.
■ To demonstrate with practical examples that a national Architectural Policy is a useful tool for improving the quality of life.
■ To continue activities in the field of sustainable development started during the French Presidency.
The President of the ACE, Juhani Katainen, delivered a presentation during the opening session of the conference.   ACE Secretary General, Alain Sagne, also attended the conference as well as various meetings of the EFAP Bodies organised in conjunction with the Conference. 
By coincidence an Exhibition "Architecture: Portugal outside Portugal" opened in Prague on the 16th April that the participants to the conference were able to visit.  

Swiss and German Cities Dominate Best Cities in the World List
The 2009 Mercer Survey of the best cities in the world was published on the 28th April and it was dominated by European cities, particularly those in Switzerland and Germany.  This annual survey uses a set of 39 criteria, grouped into ten categories, by which to rank the cities of the world.  The top ten cities in the world offering the best quality of life are, in descending order: Vienna, Zürich, Geneva, Vancouver, Auckland, Düsseldorf, Munich, Frankfurt, Bern and Sydney.  It may be a surprise to find that the first city from the USA (Honolulu) appears in 29th place and the first Asian city (Singapore) appears in 26th Place.  This confirms the fact that it is Europe that urban livings conditions are the highest and it demonstrates the challenge that is faced to maintain this level of quality for our citizens.
The full results can be accessed at:
http://www.citymayors.com/features/quality_survey.html 

European Parliament Criticises Spain over Unchecked Urbanisation
On the 26th March last, the European Parliament was highly critical of Spain for not doing enough to protect communities and the environment from abuse by developers, constructors and local government involved in its property sector.  The Parliament has suggested that the European Union should freeze €31.5 billion of aid funds that are earmarked for Spain in the period 2007-2013 until it rectifies the abuse.  The report of the Parliament on the subject, which was adopted by 349 votes to 110 calls on Spain to suspend all new real estate developments that do not guarantee respect for private property and the environment.  This is the third time that the Parliament has criticised Spain's property sector and it appears that local councillors and Mayors are being regularly being charged with illegally re-zoning land in lucrative deals with property developers.
It should be noted that the European Parliament, as the budgetary authority of the EU, can decide to place funding set aside for cohesion policies in reserve if it considers that this is necessary to persuade a Member State to end serious breaches of the rules and principles that accompany the funds.  To see the report, go to:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0192+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 
Source: Euractiv.com

EU Environment-Related Indicators 2009
The European Commission has published its environment-related indicators for 2009.  The indicators cover 10 topics, several of which could be considered to relate to the built environment.  These are indicators on transport, urban air quality, municipal waste, energy intensity and electricity from renewables.  The main conclusion that can be drawn from the published data is that there has been little progress in most areas and that the EU is currently falling short of achieving its ambitions in the areas covered.  To see the indicators and to read more about them, go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/indicators/ 
Source: DG Environment

European Initiative on Energy Efficient Buildings Launched
On the 30th March last, the Commissioner for Research, Janez Potocnik, announced an agreement with high-level representative of three key sectors that will see the rapid implementation of Public Private Partnerships (PPP) for research and development in the three sectors.  The three initiatives are for "Green Cars", "Factories of the Future" and Energy-Efficient Buildings".  The third of these initiatives arises directly from the work of the European Construction Technology Platform (ECTP) in which the ACE has been involved from its establishment in 2005.  The announcement means that the EU will provide €500 million in funding for Research and Development over 4 years that must be matched by equivalent funding from the private sector over the same period.  In order to establish the legal entity that will permit the private sector to enter into the proposed PPP (or European Initiative), an association known as the Energy Efficient Buildings Association (E2BA) has been set up and the ACE has decided to be a Member in order to be able to influence the work towards achieving true sustainability and overall quality using a holistic approach and to ensure that the architectural profession will benefit from the outcome of the work.  It is anticipated that the PPP will come into being during the summer of 2009.  For more on the initiative, visit:
http://www.e2b-ei.eu/ 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9872

Commission Releases €15 Million to Encourage Cities to Invest in Sustainable Energy
On the 30th March, the European Commission adopted the 2009 work programme of Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE), which, as part of the competitiveness and innovation programme for 2007-2013, seeks to co-finance non-technical projects to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy and non-polluting transport.  For the first time, financial support will be given to provide technical assistance to cities on sustainable energy projects and renewable urban energy investment programmes.  The 2009 IEE budget is over €96 million,€15 million of which will go to developing cities and regions ability to speed up local investment in buildings and urban transport.  For more detail, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/ 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9873

Regulations Revised to Permit Expenditure on Energy Efficient Housing
The European Parliament adopted, on the 2nd April last, a welcome revision to the Regulations that govern the expenditure of the Structural Funds of the EU.  The proposal to change the rules was put forward by the Commission in December 2008 and will, once the revisions come into force, allow all Member States to use their allocations from the Structural Funds to co-fund projects like the installation of solar panels in housing or the retrofitting of wall insulation, double glazing and more efficient boilers.  The decision does not bring any extra funding, but it allows all Member States to re-allocate up to 4% of their ERDF funds to such projects.  For the EU-12 countries the limit will be 6% and the range of housing projects that can be co-funded is wider.  It is hoped that this change will stimulate investments, create jobs and help Europe to achieve its energy-efficiency targets more easily.
Source: Euractiv.com

European Parliament Backs Eco-Design Rules for Energy-Related Products
On the 24th April last, the European Parliament approved the extension of the Eco-Design Directive to cover products that have a direct impact on energy use.  It voted 394 in favour, 13 against and 3 abstentions to adopt a compromise struck between the Parliament and Member States representatives.  The hope is that this will mean rapid completion of the co-decision procedure to adopt the revised Directive, thus speeding the way towards a low-carbon economy.  This means that the Commission could set minimum efficiency standards for products that impact on the final energy consumption such as insulation materials, windows, showers, taps etc.  Another encouraging aspect of the proposed revisions is that more of a life-cycle focus of the impact of products has been introduced into the text.  However, several Non-Government Organisations have criticised the compromise saying that it does not go far enough especially in relation to the use of dangerous chemicals, waste production and recycling.
To read the adopted report, go to:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0319+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 
Source: Euractiv.com

WBCSD Proposes Roadmap for Reducing Energy Consumption of Buildings by 60% by 2050
The World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) published a report on the 27th April that sets a target of a 60% reduction in the energy consumption of buildings by 2050.  It promotes the necessary transformation of the building sector through an integrated approach to design, innovation and management of buildings.  It recommends a profound change in attitude within the building industry, which generally underestimates the importance of the sector in climate change and overestimates the costs of sustainable building equipment and materials.  It also states that the market alone cannot make all the changes needed and it calls for a huge, coordinated global effort to address the challenges faced by the need to upgrade all existing buildings in the timeframe proposed.  To achieve this, the WBCSD says that tax incentives and subsidies will have to be provided by governments to encourage building owners to invest as reliance on pay-back period alone is not sufficient to motivate the huge change in mentality that is needed.  To read the report, go to:
http://www.wbcsd.org/Plugins/DocSearch/details.asp?DocTypeId=251&ObjectId=MzQyMDY 
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9891

Parliament Takes Strong Measures to Tackle Illegal Imports of Timber
On the 23rd April, the European Parliament, in First Reading, adopted amendments to a Commission proposal for a regulation that will significantly tighten the rules governing the importation of timber and timber products into the EU and their subsequent sale within the EU.  The new regulation, if adopted as amended, will require all operators along the supply chain to ensure that no timber or timber products contain timber sourced from illegal sources or by illegal logging.  The regulation will allow sanctions to be imposed by the Member States on those found not respecting the regulation that should be at least five times the commercial value of the timber or timber products seized.  The European Parliament is urging the Council to adopt the regulation before the end of the current mandate, so that the regulation can come into force soon.
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9888
Construction Output Down 1.8% in the Euro Area
The seasonally adjusted figure for production in the construction sector issued by Eurostat on the 17th April, showed that production fell by 1.8% in the euro area and by 1.6% in the EU as a whole in February 2009 compared to the previous month.  This means that since February 2008, production in the construction sector has fallen by 13.1% in the euro area and by 12.2% in the EU-27.  The biggest decreases in the year have been recorded in Slovenia (25%), Germany (21%) and Spain (15%).  Thee figures correlate well to the figures for unemployment in the architectural profession over the period September 2008 to April 2009 (see above).
Source: Bulletin Quotidien Europe No. 9884
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PUBLICATIONS
 
None to report in this edition
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CALL FOR PAPERS
 
None to report in this edition
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EVENTS
 
Social and Cooperative Housing Fighting Climate Change
This event on the subject of the contribution that social and cooperative housing can lake to the Copenhagen Summit on Climate Change will be held in Mallorca, Spain on the 27th May next.  For full details go to:
http://www.cecodhas.org/content/view/737/70/ 

Inter Solar 2009
To be held in Munich, Germany from the 27th to the 29th May, this major event addresses all aspects of the solar industry including solar architecture.  Full details can be found at:
http://www.intersolar.de 

EDGE - The 11th International Alvar Aalto Symposium
To be held in Jyväskylä, Finland from the 7th to the 9th August, this year's event will question the acquired thinking that places the major hubs of urban development at the centre of our concerns and will suggest that peripheral zones have just as much to offer in terms of potential solutions and quality of life.  For full details, go to:
http://www.alvaraalto.fi/symposium/2009 

UIA Congress 2011
An important date for your diary is the next UIA Congress that will take place in Tokyo, Japan from the 25th to the 29th September 2011.  The main theme of the event will be Design 2050 and it will be approached from three key themes: Environment; Life; Survival.  More information can be accessed at:
http://www.uia2011tokyo.com/en/ 

Listing of events relating to Urban Issues
The European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN) maintains a very good listing of events that relate to urban issues on its website, many of which are interest to architects.  It can be accessed at:
http://www.eukn.org/eukn/meetings/index.html  
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COMPETITIONS
 
European Prize for Contemporary Architecture goes to Norway
On the 29th April last, the European Commission and the Mies van der Rohe Foundation announced that the winning building for the European Prize for Contemporary is awarded to the National Norwegian Opera House in Oslo designed by the Norwegian architects Kjetil Trædal Thorsen, Tarald Lundevall, Craig Dykers / Snøhetta.  Full details of the decision can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/news/news2070_en.htm 
(Note that the video speech by Commissioner for Culture, Jan Figel, that is accessible at the address given, is of particular interest as it displays the depth of interest and understanding that the European Commission has of the positive impact of architecture on the lives of EU citizens.)
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
 
Selection of Useful and interesting links:

European Commission homepage
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm 

Search page for Commission documents
http://europa.eu/documents/comm/index_en.htm 

The Barroso Commission:
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/index_en.htm 

The European Parliament Homepage:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu 

Website of the Czech Presidency (Jan09 to Jun09)
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/ 

Website of the French Presidency (Jul08 to Dec08)
http://ue2008.fr 

European Forum for Architectural Policies
http://www.efap-fepa.eu/ 

EU Video Website:
http://www.youtube.com/eutube 

URBACT Hous-Es Network website:
http://urbact.eu/projects/hous-es.html 

Sustainable building website
http://www.sustainablebuilding.info

Collegi d'Arquitectes de Catalunya (COAC) international relations database:
http://www.coac.net/international/ 

Consiglio Nazionale degli Architetti, Pianificatori, Paesaggisti e Conservatori (CNAPPC) database - ArchiEuro:
http://www.archieuro.archiworld.it

Website of the European Construction Technology Platform:
http://www.ectp.org

Website of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPED) Platform:
http://www.buildingsplatform.org 

ArchiEuropa website - comparative information on practice of architecture:
http://www.arvha.net/selectionlang.php?s=AXMIG1FZFB 

Archi-Student website - a wealth of information on schools and students of architecture in Europe:
http://www.archi-students.org 

Link to the Newsletter of the International Union of Architects (UIA):
http://www.uia-architectes.org/texte/england/Menu-2/4-lettre.html 

Passive and Downdraught Cooling in Buildings - The website of an EU-funded project that shows the way towards a pragmatic alternative to conventional air conditioning in buildings:
http://www.phdc.eu 

Database of Digital Architecture - A new, subscription based website that contains several sections including one that provides images of the works of the great masters of architect and videos of talks by famous architects has been set up.  For full information go to:
http://www.pidgeondigital.com 

Interactive Database for Architects - Launched in March 2008, this site provides an opportunity for all architectural practices to become globally recognised.  Check it out at:
http://www.worldarchitecture.org 

ACE Website:
http://www.ace-cae.eu 

Useful tip:

In the website addresses given in ACE Info for the documents of the EU, you will frequently see the following near the end of the address: "_en".  These two letters define the language of the document (English in the case of "en") and you can usually change these two letters in order to bring you to a different language version as follows:

French _fr        German _de        Danish _da        Swedish _sv
Italian _it        Spanish _es        Greek _el        Dutch _nl
Portuguese _pt        Finnish _fi        Czech _cs        Maltese _mt
Estonian _et        Latvian _lv        Lithuanian _lt        Polish _pl
Hungarian _hu        Slovene _sl        Slovak _sk        Bulgarian _bg
Romanian _ro


The editorial board for the compilation of ACE Info is:
The ACE President:                                             Juhani Katainen
Board Member Responsible for Communication:    Serban Tiganas 
The Secretary General of the ACE:                       Alain Sagne
Senior Adviser to the ACE:                                  Adrian Joyce

ACE Info is issued on a regular basis, with about ten editions per year.  You are free to circulate the document as widely as you wish, to translate its contents for use in your publications and to refer to the information it contains once you credit the ACE as the origin.

If you wish to receive ACE Info regularly and you are not on the mailing list, you can register online at: http://www.ace-cae.org/MemberN/Content/EN/sub/sub/subscribe.asp 

If you have information that you wish to have included in the next edition then e-mail it (in English or French please) to adrian.joyce@ace-cae.org.  The deadline for submissions is the first Friday of each month.

End
